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When students are out of school this summer, they will have time to do more for the environ-
ment. They might help identify hazardous chemicals in their homes, help their families properly 
dispose of problem wastes, or use the library (a great reuse resource).  

Inside this Teacher Guide, you’ll find an extension activity, as well as journal and reuse ideas 
that can be quickly implemented as daily work supplements to the proficiencies you teach 
every day. You’ll also find Teacher Keys for the activities inside Trash Talk! 

Please continue to send us your suggestions. We love hearing your great ideas for future 
issues. 

Activity Subject Areas Skills Addressed 

Pollution     
Pipeline 

Science Planning and conducting a simple investigation; Understanding how an organ-
ism is affected by its environment 

Sorting        
Solutions 

Language Arts Making and confirming simple predictions about what will be found in text; De-
coding words using phonetic and structural analysis; Recognizing patterns 

 Health & Safety Understanding safety and injury-prevention strategies 

Got the       
Message? 

Language Arts Demonstrating an awareness of the intended audience of written text; Identify-
ing author’s purpose; Using written language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabu-
lary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different 
purposes 

Fraction Action Math Organizing a simple data set to answer a question; Multiplying fractions and 
whole numbers 

Running into                   
Run-ons 

Language Arts Rewriting run-on sentences with proper use of punctuation and conjunctions; 
Using a variety of sentence structures 

Logically     
Speaking 

Math Employing critical thinking skills to analyze a problem by identifying relation-
ships and then drawing a conclusion 



Reuse Ideas 
Math  

# What is a common denominator of 1/3, 1/4, and 1/6? Sum 1/3, 1/4, 
and 1/6. Simplify the fraction, reducing it to lowest terms. 

# The electronics recycling contractor arrived at 8:45 a.m. The contrac-
tor left at 3:15 p.m. How long was the contractor on site? 

# Reread “Logically Speaking,” sum the books that were checked out 
by Angel, Ava, and Alex. What percentage of that total was checked 
out by Angel? What percentage was checked out by Ava? What per-
centage was checked out by Alex? 

Language Arts 

# In “Got the Message?”, rewrite the message from Esme to Alyssa 
Duggins using appropriate style, vocabulary, tone, grammar, and 
punctuation. Rewrite the message from Andy to Emma, as well.  

# Write five words that begin with the prefix re–.  

# Write these words in ABC (alphabetical) order: 

 homemade  household  hazardous  home 

# Circle the word that is NOT a synonym for proper: 

 correct  suitable  carefree  formal 

Analogies  

# knows : nose  ::          : waist 

# health : disease ::          : danger 

# mosquito : insect :: celery :           

Science 

# Circle the item that does not belong: 

 tires  computer  tree 

# Mosquitoes are more likely to breed in: 

 standing water   running water 

Journal Writing 

Prompts 
 

If you had two hours free, 
what would you do? 

# 

Imagine that you are going 
to write an autobiography. 

What would you title it?  

# 

List five things that you plan 
to do this summer. Write a 

sentence about each activity 
and include details. 

# 

If you could only keep one 
electronic item (such as an 

MP3 player, cell phone, 
computer, or TV), which one 

would it be? Why? 

# 

Write instructions for some-
thing you know how to do 
well (shoot a basketball, 
make a sandwich, write a 

song, etc.). 

Decide to Decode 

Copy the blackline master, making one copy for each student. This activ-
ity will improve your students’ visual discrimination and decoding skills. 
Students and their families can make their own household cleaners with 
lemon juice, baking soda, salt, and vinegar, as well as cornstarch, soap, 
and other common products. To help your students find recipes for non-
toxic cleaners, go online and search for “non-toxic homemade cleaners” 
or visit www.eartheasy.com/live_nontoxic_solutions.htm.  

Decide to Decode Answers: 

1.  lemon juice     ◙     2. baking soda     ◙     3. salt     ◙     4. vinegar 



Decide to Decode 
Name:           

Directions: Use the letter code below to find the names of several common 

household items that can be used to create non-toxic cleaning products. 

π ¶ Ū ɂ Ɇ Ɋ ū ɋ ɲ ɾ ɷ ʕ ʖ ʬ §  ♪ ∩ ∆ ∂ ₤ ĳ ¥ ¤ ¿ ± 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

1.            

 ʕ  Ɇ  ʖ  §  ʬ 

 

            

 ɾ  ȥ  ɲ  Ū  Ɇ 

 

2.             

 Æ  Ù  ɷ  ɲ  ʬ  ū 

 

          

 æ  §  ɂ  Ù 

 

3.         

 æ  Ù  ʕ  Ö 

 

4.                       

 ĳ     ɲ   ʬ  Ɇ  ū  Ù  ž 

Bonus: Use the letter code above to create your own secret message.  



Teacher Keys 
Running into Run-ons 

1 
Jake saw a pile of old tires. Water was sitting inside the 
tires.  

OR 

Jake saw a pile of old tires, and water was sitting inside 
the tires.  

2 
Mosquitoes can breed in small puddles; water in tires is a 
perfect breeding ground. 

OR  

Because mosquitoes can breed in small puddles, water in 
tires is a perfect breeding ground. 

3 
Mosquitoes can spread disease. Jake knew the tires 
should be emptied and recycled. 

OR  

Mosquitoes can spread disease, so Jake knew the tires 
should be emptied and recycled. 

Fraction 
Action 

Computers:  52 Cell Phones: 26 

TVs: 39 Other:  39 

Got the Message? 

FROM: Esme  
Style: Informal  
Appropriate: No 
 
FROM: Chloe  
Style: Formal  
Appropriate: Yes 
 
FROM: Andy 
Style: Formal 
Appropriate: No 

FROM: Dan  
Style: Informal  
Appropriate: Yes 

Sorting Solutions 

 

Message: Dispose of household hazardous waste properly. 

Other safety instructions: Answers will vary, but might include: Store hazardous products in their  
original, labeled containers. Keep hazardous products on a high shelf. Keep hazardous products out of 
reach of small children. Don’t store hazardous products near the furnace. Always read and follow      
instructions on the labels. Wear gloves and safety goggles when using hazardous products.  

  A B C D E F 

1 only dispose are environment office homemade 

2 home agree double of up chemicals 

3 household eaten offer do lawn deliver 

4 purchase impossible hazardous they day painting 

5 often shop wastefully toxic win waste 

6 written family amount cleaner properly bucket 

Logically Speaking 
 

Angel checked out 18 books. 


